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Weeds know no 
boundaries –

no place is immune



Invasive plants are a serious threat to 
the economy and biodiversity of the 

Okanagan region in BC & WA



Invasive plants are impacting 
Species and Habitats at Risk



Weeds are invading new habitats 
at a rate of 12-14 % per year, 

in the absence of efforts to contain their spread.



Invasive plants do not recognize political 
boundaries. They freely travel our waterways, 
railways and highways, dispersing their seed 

along the way.



IDENTIFYING THE PROBLEM

DIFFERENT LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

FOR

WASHINGTON STATE
&

BRITISH COLUMBIA



MUSK (Nodding) THISTLE

Washington State
Law RCW 17-10:

MANDATORY TO STOP 
SEED PRODUCTION

Canada:
Focus on biocontrol

Seeds blowing 
across fence



MIRABILIS
Wildfour 0’clock

Washington state:
Eradication required

Canada:
No control required



PUNCTUREVINE

Washington 
State:

Class B Weed

Canada:
Control Required



THE PROJECT
CROSS BORDERS COOPERATIVE 
WEED MANAGEMENT PROJECT



CROSS BORDERS 
WEED MANAGEMENT AREA



PARTNERSHIPS!

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

Okanogan County
Weed Control Board

Okanogan County
Weed Control BoardWeed Control Board



Funding
$50,000 awarded by United States Federal 
Highway Administration (2004)

BC Inter-Ministry Invasive Plant Committee (2005)

Pulling Together Initiative (2006-07)

Canadian Invasive Alien Species 
Partnership Program (2006-07)



Priority Areas
• Roads

– State/Provincial Highways –
3, 97, 20 & 21

– County Roads – Toroda
Creek, Chopaka & Nighthawk

• Waterways
– Lake Osoyoos &  Kettle River

• All along the border





PUNCTUREVINE





MUSK (Nodding) THISTLE



MIRABILIS
WILD 4 O’CLOCK



LEAFY SPURGE



ORANGE & MEADOW 
HAWKWEED



PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE



Integrated Approach

Education
– Series of Press Releases
– Flier
– Laminated Posters
– Legislative Tours





Federal Legislative Tours

2004

2005



Attending the tours
• US Congressmen 
• US Senator
• Washington State Representatives
• Washington State Senators
• Washington State Dept. of Agriculture
• Washington State Dept. of Ecology
• County Commissioners
• Members of Legislative Assembly

– Minister of Water, Land and Air 
Protection  

– Minister of Agriculture
– Minister of Transportation
– Minister of Forests



Inventory and Mapping



•Mowing
•Site specific herbicide 
applications

•Hand pull crews
•Re-vegetation
•Biocontrol agents

Treatment - IPM



Future

•• Monitoring and Monitoring and 
followfollow--up up 
treatmenttreatment

•• Seek additional Seek additional 
fundingfunding



ANY QUESTIONS?


