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The University of Washington Herbarium

• Founded in 1882 - now part of Burke Museum
• Largest in Pacific Northwest
• ~600,000 specimens

– vascular plants (380,000)
– bryophytes (120,000)
– fungi (50,000)
– lichens (22,000)
– marine algae (25,000)
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Specimen-based Research

Marion Ownbey - Tragopogon Richard Mack - Bromus tectorum

Sarah Reichard - Invasive Ornamentals Peter Zika - Native/Exotic congeneric hybridization
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Collections Growth by Year at WTU 1937-2004

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

19
37

19
40

19
43

19
46

19
49

19
52

19
55

19
58

19
61

19
64

19
67

19
70

19
73

19
76

19
79

19
82

19
85

19
88

19
91

19
94

19
97

20
00

20
03

Year



Collections Growth by Year at WTU 1937-2004

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

19
37

19
40

19
43

19
46

19
49

19
52

19
55

19
58

19
61

19
64

19
67

19
70

19
73

19
76

19
79

19
82

19
85

19
88

19
91

19
94

19
97

20
00

20
03

Year

Specimens of Introduced Species added to WTU 1937-2004
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Spartina alterniflora - smooth cordgrass



Polygonum cuspidatum - Japanese knotweed



Buddleja davidii - butterfly bush



Examples of Undercollected Invasives

• Spartina alterniflora – 4 specimens (1 prior to1994)

• Polygonum cuspidatum – 13 WA specimens (3 prior 
to 2000)

• Buddleja davidii – 9 WA specimens (3 prior to 
2001)
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Murdannia keisak - wartremoving herb



Impatiens x pacifica (I. ecalcarata x I. capensis) - jewelweed



Geranium lucidum - shining geranium
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Conclusions and Future Needs

• Herbarium records invaluable

• Increase effort to collect invasives

• Deposit duplicates at regionally significant herbaria

• Increase funding for databasing invasives specimens

• Exploit emerging technologies for data sharing
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Contact Information
• http://www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/collections/herbarium/index.php

• David Giblin – dgiblin@u.washington.edu

• Ben Legler – blegler@u.washington.edu

http://www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/collections/herbarium/index.php
mailto:dgiblin@u.washington.edu
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